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Wle 17, Being of Reprebinfion to fix forts of Feople.
Firtt, It re}q, %:vj”et{;at are)'r.nore afraid of Af-

fliction than Sin. Secondly, It detb thofe
thas are careful to keep themfelves from bat it’s
meerly for fear of afftiction. -For 1. Ths may be
without change of Nature, 2_Thyobedience is for=]
ced. 3 Thowu art not unbottomed from thy . felf.
4 Tbhou art not like to bold out. two Anfiers
; tomommoftb etbat think they avoid fin for
fur.:’f : . Thy Senfitive part may m?
o Pirr’d upby fear; but yet thy ‘Rational partmay be
- moftcarriedagainft fmasfin. 2. Thofe that avoid
© finmeerly for fear , newer come to love the Command
- that forbid 1be fm. 3. Tbey are willingly ignoran; of
muny fin:. 4. Thofe that avoid fin, and not ost .of
fear 5 even when they fear, God will defiroy them;
then they defire God may be glorified.: s. Thoje that
- awid fin out of fear, do not fee the excellengy of G ode-
" linef, foaeto be inamored witb.it. Thirdly, It ree
prebends thofe thad will fin to. aveid afffittion.
 Eourthly, It vebubes fuch,as vwbenshey are under as-
i @iftion, they be more fenfible of affiitiiontban of ﬁ:
- JAlfothere is fiwe Difcoveries whetber mens
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EVILf EVILS |
Thc Excécdmg Slnfulncfs L!

Reader,

Stepuey,

falfe Cbargc againtt holy Job,|N-acc
5% I §: wherin he did amefully fcan | herest in

, dalize this man of Go?l, ;ontfe; }522%?
ning whom the Lord himfel | preficas

‘ ?%W%% w%s in tMs Letter teftimonial. ‘;,'i‘g[’.‘r‘”.

That he wox peq‘éﬂ and upri bt,we that fearedGod an. | ..
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. For this haft thou Cbo[ en rather | moraiogs
;i - than oA ﬂlﬂton. ,- g‘%:' §7'
: Cuap I . (hed P
Thatit's a very evil claam, taclwg‘& Sin rdtlxr than | 27 ;34'
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*T hat he was perfect gd upr:g/:t,m that feared God an. | .
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EVILo EVILS: |
. OR, -

" The Excccdin g Sinfulnels

]on 36 21. Iatcrpart

| Far this haft thou Clm[ en mtber '

than dﬁft&zon.

CHapr. 1

That it .nmcd evil Chaice, ’”’"‘ﬁ sin "””" 'b"' V. 1

Affiiiion.

Q’&gg%gg% N thefe words isdrawn up Elilwes 3

falfe Charge againft holy Job,
wherin he did Exameﬁxllyyfzan
dalize this man of God, concer-
ning whom the Lord him{el!

givesin thls Lecter teftimonial:
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The Euil of Euils, or the

{6 this eflect again

(.7, iLees, chere}
1m, T hat he chofe imque |
ty rather than Atlliction ;5 that he thould fee lefs |
kvilin Sin, then be did in Atkiction : thar forhis
Afli&tion he wastroubled but for his Sin he was{
not Afflicted ; tbatthe buithen of his Athition
lay heavy asa talent'of | ead vpon him, but his
Sin was lighterthan a Feather. - Orthus, Thou
haft Chofen Iniquity, rather than AfHli-Hon |
whereas God requires of thiee to give him glory
in thy humble fubmiffion unto him in thy Pati
ence; pnder his mighty hand, thou haft behaved
thy feif ftubbornly and ftoully, and haftdenyed].
to give God the {ory of his Soveraignty, Maje
{ty, Holinefs, Juftice, and Purity 5 and this thou

. | haft Chofen rather thantc be content to lie un

der the Afftifiing hand of God : . which way fo |-
everitbe taken; it wasa heavie Charge had it}
been trae 5 So for it to be alleadged again’
any Souls, That they Chufe Iniquity rather than }-
Aéi&ion, is a'great and heavy Charge.

The Dotrinal truth which arifeth from the
words thus opened, is'this, That it #avey vy §

 Choict for any fout nder beavem, do choofe the leaft Sin

rather then the greateft Affulion. Better be under§
the greateft Afl:iction then be under the guilco-
power ofany Sin: it is trae that neither “in,no-
Adlli&ion is to be Chofen:AfflicHon ir e felf is an
Evil,and 8inis an Evil,'but the obje of the Will
isgood,and choice is of the Will, therfore nei
ther (barely confidered asin themfelves)can he |
chofen; but becauft of fome Evils, thelefs inf :
comparifon of the greater, may.come under a

: o . Motion!
L
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T Exceeding Sinfulnef of Sim.

notion of good,and fo may be fomtimes chofen
the Will cannot chufe any thing but under the]
notionof good, either real, orin appearance:
and though Atliiction bein it felf an evil, yetin
regard of Sin, it may come under the notion of
good, and that’s to be chofen rather than Sin :
Now thisisthe work I havetodc, tomake out
this Conclufion to you, That any Afliction is to
be chofenratherthan any Sinsthat there is more
evil in any Sin, the lealtfin, than inthe greateit §
AtLiltion. R

My principal bufinefs is, To charge mens
Cousfciences with the evil of thejr(in, and fhew
tothem how muchevil thereisin fin: all men
are afraid of afliitions,and troubled at aflii*jon,
but wher’s the man or woman that fears {in,and
flyes from it as from a Serpent,and is troubled at
fin more then any atllition ? That there is more
evil infin than in affiiCtion,in the Genera! (i fup-
pofe is gramted of all, nonedaredeny it 5 but
becaufe they do not fee how thisis , they have
not.convincing Arguments to bring this truth
with power unto their Souls: but T hope before
I have done with this Point, that I (hal makeit
clear to every ones Confcience , Thatthereis
mare evil in {in,than in affj&tion 5 not only more
evil in fm, than in outward trouble in the world, }
but more evil in fin, thanin al the miferies and
rorments of Hel it {clf: Suppofe that God fiould
b;(ig}; any of yourothe very brink of that bor-.
tomlefs Gulf and open it to you, and there you
(hould fee thefe damned Creatiares Tie fweltring
under the wrath of the infinitd God; and there]

Eq 1o you

e




The Evil of Evils; or the

you il ould hear the dreadfuland hideous cryes
and {hreeksof thofe that are under fuch foul-
amazing, and foul-Ginking torments through the
wrath of the Almighty ; yet Ifay there is more
evil in one {inful thought, than there is inall
thefe everlafting burnings:and that i< that which |.
11hal endeavor to clear and proveto everymans |
Confcience, that we ftal not only feeitanill |
{Choice that we chufe {in rather than afflittion,
‘but (ifit come in competition ) to chufe fin ra-
ther than al the tortures and torments of Hell, |
howfoever many of you admit of fin upon v

‘eafie terms; yer thetruthis, That if it thould
come into competition whether we. would en- |
dure al the torments that there are in Hell toall
cternity rather than to commitonefin, I fay,if |-
our Spirits were as they fhould be, we would ra- |-
ther be willing to endure al thefe torments,than
commit the leaft in. And Brethren do not-think |
this is a high lirain,for I that com to fpeakinthe |’
Name of God,come not to {peak Hyperbolkcal- |
ly, to raife Fxpreflions higher than the things
arc in'their reality 3 no, 1 come not for that end, |
and I fhould take the Name of God in vain if T}’
fhoulddo (o, therfore I dare not raife things be- |’
-|vond that, which they are in reality in them-{
felves: Therfore know, Whatfoever Ifhal fav |-

ort xpreflions,but I {peak as in the nameof God |
as | would take it upon mine own Canfcience, | -
having to deal between God and yoy in this
great. work ; and in this place to J;livz;r this
truth, That there is mare evil in the leaft iin, .
' : than ! -
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unto you in thisthing, thatthevarenot Words|"




